
Blendworth Trail 
Horndean Green Trail and Heritage Network

Welcome to the Blendworth Trail, part of Horndean 
Green Trail and Heritage Network (HGT&HN). 
The Blendworth Trail is one of a number of trails 
in Horndean that celebrates the natural and 
historic environment and links to the surrounding 
countryside. 

The trail focuses on the wonderful sights and 
features in and around Blendworth and helps 
residents and visitors to explore, learn about and 
contribute to our wonderful village.

Holy Trinity Church 

This impressive parish church 
dates to 1851, designed by the 
Habershon architectural practice, 
along with its rectory, Blendworth 
House. The churchyard includes 
WWII and Commonwealth war 
graves. 

KEY FEATURES
Gales Brewery  

The iconic tower of Gales Brewery 
was the standout feature of this 
brewery, founded in 1847 and famed 
for its nutty HSB (Horndean Special 
Bitter). The brewery drew water from 
its own well in the South Downs until 
local production ceased in 2006.

The Ship & Bell 

This 17th Century coaching inn was 
the former brewery tap of Gales 
Brewery until it was bought by Fullers. 
Smugglers on their way up from 
Hayling Island to Liphook frequently 
used the Ship and Bell, hiding their 
horses and smuggled goods in the 
nearby woods.

Cadlington House

This was the principal mansion of 
three large homes in Blendworth 
built by the Seymour Family in the 
early 1800’s. The house featured 
pleasure grounds to the south and 
east, complete with a hermitage. The 
three houses of Cadlington House, 
Blendworth Lodge, old Blendworth 
House were connected by a shared 
parkland landscape, parts of which 
remain visible today.

War Memorial with 
Statue of Nike - Greek 
Goddess of Victory

The war memorial dates from 
1920, when it was erected in 
remembrance of the soldiers who 
fought and died in the ‘Great War’ 
1914-1918. More names were 
added after WWII and British 
involvement in Afghanistan. In 
1964, the monument was badly 
damaged and the statue of 
Nike removed. It was eventually 
replaced in 2014.

Blendworth is fortunate to have a comprehensive 
network of public footpaths and quiet country lanes. The 
Blendworth Trail focuses on the principal routes and spaces 
in both Blendworth and Horndean Village Centre, but there 
are further routes to discover and explore.

A little up from the main village centre, life in Blendworth 
centres around Holy Trinity Church, the New Blendworth 
Centre, and destinations for tea, a peaceful walk or cycle, 
among grand country houses and a village setting.

Further Afield 

St Hubert’s Chapel, Idsworth 

This Grade I listed chapel dates 
to at least 1053 when it was 
included in the last testament 
of Earl Godwin of Essex, who 
bequeathed it as part of his estate 
to his son Harold Godwinson (later 
King Harold, killed at the Battle of 
Hastings in 1066). Wall paintings 
in the chapel date to 1330’s and 
are considered the most important 
frescoes in a Hampshire church 
outside Winchester. 

Windmill Hill 

The top of Windmill Hill is recorded 
as having been the site of a mill 
since 1289. The current structure 
dates from the early 1800’s and is 
Grade II listed. Since 1978 it has 
been a private property, converted 
into a residential dwelling. 

Butser Ancient Farm 

The farm functions as an open-
air experimental archaeology 
museum, exploring and explaining 
the ancient farming practices 
common to Hampshire during the 
time of Roman occupation and 
during the ancient Saxon past. The 
site includes reconstructions for a 
Roman Villa, Iron Age/Celtic village, 
Stone Age settlement, and Saxon 
halls.

Matthew Pinsent lived here

The family of Olympic rowing gold 
medallist Sir Matthew Pinsent, 
moved to Blendworth in 1982 
from Norfolk. His father Rev Ewan 
Macpherson Pinsent was the rector 
at Holy Trinity Church until 1992.

Holy Trinity Church
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Gales Brewery and The Ship& Bell in the village centre

Site of St Giles Church 

The old Blendworth church fell 
out of use when it was replaced 
by the much larger structure of 
the Church of the Holy Trinity in 
the middle of the 1800’s. By the 
1960’s it had become neglected 
and was demolished, leaving only 
the flagstones and outline of the 
foundations, still visible today.

The ‘quiet lanes’ around 
Blendworth 

The quiet lanes provide an 
opportunity for a relaxed family 
walk or cycle around a traditional 
Hampshire village. There is easy 
access from here to the South 
Downs National Park and nearby 
features such as St Hubert’s 
Chapel at Idsworth.
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TO WINDMILL HILL AND 
BUTSER ANCIENT FARM
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Footpath Network

The Monarch’s Way

Suggested Trails:
Trail 1 = 1.5km/1mi 

Trail 2 = 2.2km/1.4mi

Trail 3 = 2.4km/1.5mi

Steps / Steep Path

Village Story

Heritage or Feature Site

Play Area

Shop or 
Convenience Store

Community Hall

Church

Picnic Spot

View Point

Public House

Café

Restaurant/Eatery

Parking
Map design by Urban Place Lab Ltd.

Find out more about local 
sights and places to visit 
in Horndean on the 
Council website by 
following the QR code.

The Monarch's Way is a 
625 mile long-distance 

footpath in England that 
follows the escape route 

of King Charles II after the 
Battle of Worcester in 1651.
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