Catherington is fortunate to have a comprehensive network
of public footpaths, bridleways and byways (the latter are
open to all traffic). The Catherington Trail focuses on the
principal routes and spaces, but there are further routes to
discover and explore.

Catherington Trail

Horndean Green Trail and Heritage Network

Welcome to the Catherington Trail, part of Horndean
Green Trail and Heritage Network (HGT&HN). The
Catherington Trail is one of a number of trails

in Horndean that celebrates the natural and

historic environment and links to the surrounding

Life in Catherington centres around the Village School, the
Farmer Inn, the (seasonal) village pond and the beautiful All
Saints Church which includes wall paintings dating to 1350.
It is flanked by the open spaces of Catherington Down and
Catherington Lith and borders the South Downs National

countryside.

The trail focuses on the wonderful sights and
features in Catherington and helps residents and
visitors to explore, learn about and contribute to our
wonderful village.

Cathérington Wheelat
Catherington Pond

Park.

Catherington is steeped in history, containing historic
buildings, medieval landscapes, Naval and wartime
associations along with a church dating to the 12th century

and modern sculpture trail.

KEY FEATURES

@ Catherington Down SSSI

West of the village is the historic
landscape of Catherington Down
located on chalk grassland
featuring prominent lynchet strips
(sloped agricultural terracing)
dating to the Middle Ages. The
down can be accessed from
Catherington Lane car park via
Parsonage Field Meadow.

@ Parsonage Field

This site has become a haven

for wildlife close to Catherington
Down. Traditional land
management techniques include
hedge laying and wildflower
meadow creation which gives rise
to floral displays of oxeye daisy,
yellow rattle as well as birds foot
trefoil, also known as ‘eggs and
bacon’.

@ Catherington Pond

This seasonal pond sits adjacent to
Catherington School and features
Catherington Wheel, information
panels and seating. As a seasonal
pond, it is likely to be dry during
the summer months and features
vegetation including yellow flag
and bullrushes.

@ South Downs National Park
& The Observatory

The steep scarp slope of the South
Downs chalkland hills lines the route
of Lovedean Lane. Local footpaths
cross the fields over a decent climb
towards Broadhalfpenny Down.

(® aui saints Church

This church with medieval origins
dates to the 12thCentury. It was
restored during the Victorian period
by Edmund Ferrey which included
rebuilding flint walls. Of particular
note is the north wall, where at the
west end of the nave is a (restored)
wall-painting of c1350, showing St
Michael weighing souls.

@ Grave of Edmund Kean

Located in All Saints Churchyard

is the burial place of Edmund
Kean, listed in the Encyclopaedia
Brittanica as “one of the greatest
of English tragic actors, a turbulent
genius noted as much for his
megalomania and ungovernable
behaviour as for his portrayals of
villains in Shakespearean plays.”

Catherington Down

(@) catherington Lith and
Sculpture Trail

Art & sculpture, nature
conservation, recreation and
heritage, the Lith is a semi-ancient
woodland, formerly part of the
Forest of Bere and has recently
seen improvements to signage,
footpaths and information panels,
rendering it a place of discovery for
all the family.

Lith as Wartime Retreat

One of two woodland retreats used
by some residents of Portsmouth
during WWII, Catherington Lith
functioned as a safe-haven,
(supposedly) free from the
bombing of the dockyards,
choosing instead to sleep in sheds
and temporary shelters. Tragically
however, bombs fell both on
Catherington Lith and Bull Copse,
where several families were killed.

@ “Coffin Path”

Lith Avenue, leading from the
A3/London Road, was the most
direct route up from the village
morgue, off the Havant Road, to
the parish Church of All Saints
in Catherington. Coffins would
be hauled up the steep track,
still known colloquially by some
residents as “coffin path”.

The Granary

Opposite Ward’s Farm on the west
side of Catherington Lane stands
the original farm Granary. This
early 19th Century timber-framed
structure stands on nine staddles.
It features brickwork in Flemish
Garden Wall bond and is situated
next to the ruins of the original very
large timber and thatch Tithe Barn
and other farm buildings.

@ Catherington House

Formerly Catherington Retreat
House is a Grade Il listed building
built in the mid 18th Century. The
house was formerly the seat of
Admiral Samuel Hood, 1st Baron of
Catherington and First Naval Lord,
Commander in Chief, Portsmouth
who served in the Seven Years’
War, American Revolutionary War
and who occupied the French port
of Toulon during the Revolution of
1793.
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The Monarch's Way is a
625 mile long-distance
footpath in England that
follows the escape route
of King Charles Il after the
Battle of Worcester in 1651. T
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Suggested Trails:
Trail 1 = 2km/1.2mi

Trail 2 = 3km/1.9mi
Trail 3 = 4km/2.5mi

Steps / Steep Path
Village Story

Heritage or Feature Site

Play Area

Shop or
Convenience Store

Community Hall

Church

Picnic Spot

View Point

Public House
Café
Restaurant/Eatery

Parking

in Horndean on the
Council website by
following the QR code.

Cadlington
House
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Find out more about local
sights and places to visit



